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“...not giving up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing,
but encouraging one another —

and all the more as you see the Day LT
approaching.’ Rev Chua Ooi Suah

(Hebrews 10:25)

Pastor-in-charge
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In my youth, after | had come to believe in the Lord, | was
often reminded that if believers did not meet often, they
would be like pieces of charcoal taken out of a burning
pile, which would turn cold and extinguish. As | look back
over the decades at my fellow travellers on their journeys of
faith, it has struck me that some got lost on the way as they
stopped meeting and did not maintain their fellowship and
communication with brothers and sisters in Christ.

Not giving up meeting together —

Understanding the Meaning of Meetings

There are Bible translations that translate Hebrews 10:25
as “giving up the meeting”, or “neglecting the meeting”.
The preceding verse (Hebrews 10:24) clarifies the
meaning and function of the meeting: to care for one
another, inspire love, and encourage good deeds. These
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are actions made possible when people meet together! Because the
growth and practice of Christian life require “mutuality”, that is, a
relationship that is beyond one’s own.

From the moment we were baptized, we have entered into a
covenantal faith community, with the determination to commit
ourselves to Christ, and the willingness to fulfil the responsibilities
of membership—by praying, meeting, consecrating our talents and
serving, and actively engaging in the work of the church. Therefore,
Christians have a double covenantal relationship, that is, the vertical
covenantal relationship (with God), and the horizontal covenantal
relationship (with brothers and sisters in Christ). Believers need
to maintain and strengthen this double covenantal relationship
throughout their lives.

In the past two years, due to the pandemic, most believers have
been worshipping online, and in this way, they did not stop meeting.
Some believers even participated in more meetings than they had
before, such as in online groups, online prayer meetings, attending
online Bible courses, and so on. Yes, the brothers and sisters who
could go online did not stop meeting, but the question that deserves
our attention is whether online or offline meetings can achieve the
function of meetings as described in Hebrews 10:24: to love God,
love one another- care for each other, inspire love, and encourage
good deeds.

With the relaxation of pandemic safety measures, some believers are
looking forward to gathering together again face-to-face. However,
others are now used to meeting online and may prefer to continue to
do so indefinitely. How should we handle this? We must remember
not to insist, based on morality or legalities, on physical or online
gatherings, but rather recognize that meeting together is a means of
God's grace and a way for believers to receive grace. From various
perspectives, including biblical, theological, pedagogical perspectives,
online meetings are lacking in a few areas. One aspect is not being
able to experience with the five God-given senses; just like how | can
be communicating online with my children and grandchildren who
are overseas, but | am not able to “hug” and “smell” them.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as long as we can move around, we should
cherish the opportunity that God has given us to not only “not stop
meeting together” hut to also “not stop meeting together physically”.
May the Lord be our help. Amen!

G Lifrdctn.

Dear TACMC,

It has been a joy to worship together with you since January this year. With
the lifting of pandemic restrictions, | now look forward to meeting more of
you in person. However, | know there are still many of you whom | may not
get round to meeting for a while more, so here’s a little bit about myself.

| grew up in Grace Methodist Church, just next door to TA2, and spent
many wonderful years serving in the youth ministry there. My parents and
sister’s family are still worshipping there.

| started my working life as a Chemistry teacher at St Andrew’s Junior
College. After having taught for about five years, | felt God’s call to serve
Him in the mission field of Thailand. After a process of wrestling with God’s
call, | resigned from teaching and, with the support of my home church,
served with the missions organization OMF in Thailand for two years, in a
province in central Thailand called Nakhon Sawan (city of heaven).

Returning from Thailand, | enrolled at Trinity Theological College (TTC)
with a deep conviction that the season had come for me to learn to love
God with all my heart, soul and mind. And | joined the Chinese Annual
Conference as a pastor after graduating from TTC.

TACMC is my fourth appointment as a pastor, having previously served in
Hakka Methodist Church, Changi Methodist Church, and Holy Covenant
Methodist Church.

I am married to Jillian, my best friend and confidant, whom | first met while
teaching in SAJC. She runs Sterling Campus, an organization that focuses
on teaching the Biblical worldview, and her passion is helping Christians
understand that their faith is relevant for all of life.

Rev Edmund Koh Lik Hng
Associate Pastor, TACMC

Rev Edmund Koh teaching
in Uthai Thani, Thailand
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In my free time, | enjoy reading, exercising and occasionally, making bread.

In coming to Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church, the oldest Chinese
Methodist church in Singapore, | am mindful of stepping into a deep and
rich tradition. | am immensely grateful for the sacrifice and commitment
of our church pioneers, whom God used greatly to grow the church to
what it is today. | discover familial connections of members across the
different language services and across the generations, some spanning 6
or 7 generations even! Although this is not unique to TACMC, but it is
especially pronounced given its long history.

It is my prayer and hope that even as we are grateful for our rich heritage,
we will also look forward with faith and hope for even greater things that
God will do in and through us in the days ahead (John 14:12).

May God bless you!
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Falling roof tiles, faltering lifts, and failing air-conditioning units. These are just
three of the numerous structural issues our church has been facing in recent years.
These practical issues, coupled with the church’s vision to grow its service to God
hoth in the CBD and in Telok Blangah, made it necessary to restore and upgrade our
two church buildings.

In the case of the TA church
building, after Fraser Tower next
door was completed in mid-2018, it
became timely to consider how the
church building should be restored
and upgraded. This was especially
since the last significant round of
restoration works was completed
27 years ago.

In January 2019, after having called
for tenders and seeking approval
from the CAC Building Committee,
and consulting architects, the

church budgeted $3,000,000 for
the TA church renovation project.

As the TA building is a national
monument, the church took care
to consult a material conservation
surveyor to ensure that the right
materials will be used in the
restoration effort. The church
also applied for grants from the
National Heritage Board (NHB) to
help support the financial demands
of such a project.

In August 2019, during the church’s
130™-anniversary celebrations,

Mr William Toh Beng Chuan
Property Management
Chairman

exciting plans for the TA building
were unveiled. According to the
proposed timeline, the main tender
for construction was scheduled
to take place in February 2020,
right after the Lunar New Year
period with works expected to be
completed by April 2021.

When the Covid-19 pandemic
struck in early 2020, the plans
were derailed and works came to
a standstill. The decision, made in
May 2020, to defer the project for
six months, was the first in a string
of similar decisions.
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In November 2020, the church
deferred the works again until
September 2021, although God
had provided the church with
a $583,000 grant from NHB, In
June 2021, there was yet another
deferment to the first quarter of
2022, and by that time, construction
cost estimates had significantly
exceeded the original $3,000,000
budgeted.

In about 2019, the TA2 building
also had its own upgrading needs.

The church had in late 2018 started
discussions with Little Seeds
Preschool to partner together to
continue the ministry of serving
the needs of the neighbourhood
through the ministry of early
childhood education, and that
would require some changes to the
TA2 infrastructure.

In July 2019, the church considered
upgrading TA2 in phases, including
building a sheltered linkway to
connect Ruth Home (the building
next door to TA2) and TA2 for
easier and safer access of adults
and children from the preschool,
installing a second lift to aid our
ageing congregations, expanding
toilet capacity etc.

15T STOREY PLAN
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[2) Male/Female Toilet Cubicles

What was estimated in March 2020
to be a $300,000 project grew, by
November 2020, to become an
$800,000 project. To complicate
matters further, the air-conditioning
units in TA2 broke down in January
2021, and the audiovisual system,
which had been marshalled as
best as possible to support the live
streaming of services, was also in
need of upgrading.

Clearly, mushrooming costs had
become a major and looming
issue, given the changing global
geopolitical situation and economic
challenges brought about by the
pandemic, shortage of workers
and building materials, inflation
from Russia’s war with Ukraine,
and lockdown of various cities in
China. There were also additional
consultation costs as further
inspections revealed that additional
repair works were required. All
these changes meant that the costs
had ballooned from the original
budgeted amount of $3,000,000 to
more than $5,000,000.

From June to August 2021, with
both TA and TA2 projects still
hanging in the balance, the church
considered different options on
how to proceed. What mattered

{3} Nursing Room

to the church leadership was being
faithful to God'’s leading in terms of
growing His kingdom, continuing
sound stewardship of resources,
and maintaining church unity
throughout the decision-making
process.

After much prayer and many
rounds of discussion, the LCEC
decided to follow the advice of the
church’s Tender Committee, which
had conducted a Value Engineering
exercise to determine the items
that were essential and those that
were not. At the end of 2021, it was
decided that the upgrading works
on the TA2 building be carried
out first (with the tender being
awarded to Top Zone Construction
& Engineering), before the church
continues with its plans to restore
and upgrade the TA building.

In Feb 2022, works at TA2 started
with the target completion date
of 1 Sep 2022. 1 Sep 2022 is also
the date that the works at TA are
expected to begin. It has been a
long journey fraught with many
challenges and the task ahead does
not look easy, but we continue to
trust God to provide even as we
seek to do His will in our ministries.

Sample of TA2 renovation
plan, including renovation
of toilets and installation of
a nursing room

AUNTAPOLOGETICS ' (COUSIN OF AUNTAGONY) I

Dear Aunt Apologetics,

Some people doubt the existence of the spiritual realm. For example, they say that
“demonic possessions” could actually be hallucinations or delusions, which are
symptoms of mental conditions such as schizophrenia. Is there really evidence of
aspiritual realm?

From, Thomas See Ing

Dear Thomas See Ing,

The belief that the natural or material world is all that exists,
or that natural causes can explain everything in our world, is
generally known as naturalism. This belief is not new and can be
traced as far back as ancient Greece, India, and China. Naturalism
underwent a revival during the Age of Enlightenment (17" and
18®" centuries) when science played an increasingly important
role in influencing public discourse and thought. It continues to
be popular today as we learn more about how and why things
work through the advancement of science, medicine, and other
fields of study. (This is definitely an over-simplification, but it
should suffice for our purposes.)

But we need to recognise that the belief in naturalism is what
we call a “self-defeating statement” - if only physical things exist,
then this “belief” (in naturalism) does not and cannot exist,
because the belief is itself not physical. In addition, the belief that
natural causes can explain everything in our world is also, in
itself, a metaphysical statement, that is, a statement that cannot
be reached through objective studies of material reality. It is an
untestable assumption that cannot be proven or disproven in a
laboratory or by any scientific method and can only be taken
in good faith. Sounds familiar? Taking something (which cannot
be tested by any scientific method) simply in good faith is what
many people say Christians are doing when we talk about God.

When people say that they doubt the spiritual realm, we need
to ask them exactly what they are doubting. Are they doubting

1\\

! Apologetics refers to a branch of
theology that focuses on defending
the divine origin and authority of
Christianity through systematic
discourse and argumentation.
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Have a question on the Christian
Faith or on issues relating to
Christianity? Please submit them at

or through the QR code, and we
will answer them in subsequent
publications of Ripples from the
Bay:

Young Earth or Old Earth?

We shared about the age of the
earth in the last Ripples From
The Bay. If you are interested to
find out more about Young Earth
Creationism, you can visit

or

2 Scientific Revolution refers to a
period during 16th to 17th centuries
when scientific thought replaced the
Greek view of nature and marked the
beginning of modern science.
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the existence of God, the soul, or heaven? Then will we be able to help
address their doubts or questions effectively? We should not downplay
that science does explain a lot about how the world around us works.
But as Christians, we must be very clear that science and Christianity
are not incompatible. (This is a double negative, so read carefully!).
According to Baruch Shalev's 100 Years of Nobel Prizes, more than
65% of the winners were identified as Christians, and over 20% were
Jewish. Just under 11% of the winners held no belief in God. Many of
the contributors to the Scientific Revolution? were also men of faith,
such as Copernicus, Kepler, Boyle, and Galileo. So let it not be said that
science and Christianity are not friends.

But is there actual evidence of the existence of a spiritual realm?

Well, the answer is no if you are talking about proving it or disproving it
in a laboratory or a test tube. But if you are willing to accept the Bible's
historical authenticity, it is explicit about the existence of a spiritual
realm. For example:

e John 3:6 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23 mention that in addition to our
body (material), we also have spirit and soul (spiritual) - “Flesh gives
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit” and “May God
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

e Ephesians 6:12 says that “For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of his dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.” Verses such as Ezekiel 28:11-17, Isaiah
14:12-15, and Revelation 12:7-9 also talk about the evil that is in the
spiritual realm.

e The Bible also has numerous references to demon-possession or
evil spirits, such as Mark 5:1-20, Matthew 15:21-28, Matthew 9:32-
34, Luke 9:37-42, Luke 11:14-23, and Acts 16:16-19. These are
presented as factual accounts and not depictions of hallucinations
or symptoms of mental conditions.

Apart from the Bible, there is also substantial testimonial evidence
about the spiritual realm. Across cultures and civilisations, races
and religions, there have been many documented testimonies and
narratives about experiences with the spiritual realm. It would take a
lot of “faith” to believe that all these are not true and can be explained
away simply using science.

We live in a world where doubt is cast on almost everything, so we
need to be confident in grounding our beliefs in what is unchanging,
eternal, and true - the word of God and God Himself - “They are not
of the world, even as | am not of it.” (John 17:16)
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Mr Chua Hong Tian

This course helps me to
develop certain daily patterns
that open my life to a closer
relationship with God. In this
course, it teaches me how to
meditate on God’ s Word. The
first stage is slow reading and
reading the passage a few
times. The second stage is to
hear and explore special words,

images or phrases. The third
stage is prayer, in which | can
speak to God. The last stage is
a time of quietness and resting.
Whenever | get busy, tired or
can’t quieten down my heart,
| will remember Psalm 46:10 -
“Be still and know and | am
God”. It is time to let go and
listen to God, trust God and
not to worry. Another thing |
learned in this course is to pray
at all times, prayer refreshes
my spirit, it renews my strength
and reaffirms that God is with
me. Breath prayer is one of
the prayer methods | enjoy
daily now. | will also use the
sample covenant for a covenant
discipleship group to act as a
reminder and practice the listed
disciplines in order for me to
grow deeperin God’ s love.
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R{CARBER
Mr Andrew Goh

The joining of this course is
another milestone for me.
It strengthens the “Road to
Discipleship” and other areas of
my spiritual life. Going through
different topics has enhanced
my understanding of the many
aspects of discipleship, including
meditation, means of grace,
different types of prayers,
calling to serve and spiritual
gifts. At the end of the course,
we can continue to reflect on
God'’s teaching and use them in
our daily lives, helping others
and helping ourselves. More
importantly, we have also forged
stronger relationships amongst
fellow brothers and sisters.

PR35S 1R Ik

Companions in Christ has helped
me to open more to God and
to one another in the group.
Through the weekly reading
and reflection, they have drawn
me closer to God. | was able
to experience heart to heart
time with God, uncovering my
thoughts and recalling where
God has been present in my daily
life. It also has helped me to stop
and reflect on the Word of God as
well as other members and their
weekly sharing and contribution.
My knowledge of the Bible is
enhanced and | learned so much
about God, about His pursuit of
us regardless of what we have
done, and that He loves us and
He wants to be in relationship
with us.
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Ms Velma Teng

The CIC journey was made
all the more wonderful and
enjoyable because of the
companions. By God’s divine
arrangement, He placed the
nine of us together and grew
us from acquaintances/ friends
to spiritual companions. CIC
has taught us to support one
another spiritually and to
discern God’s will together
through actively listening and
praying. | am very encouraged
by my companions’ honest
and authentic sharing, and by
how they have encountered
God in their lives. | am also very
grateful for their love, concern
and prayers for me. Truly,
they have exemplified what it
means to be a community of
grace. After being spiritually
nourished from this course, |
am reminded once again that
as followers of Jesus Christ, we
are to offer our lives for God’ s
use and share His love with the
people around us. My prayer is
for me to be obedient to God’ s
will and to be faithful in all that
He has called me to do. And
to bear fruit for Him, | need to
remain in the vine, for without
Him, | can do nothing (John
15:5).
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BT R E R, #ix LT E)[E
RZo FiA A LR EE(RREIAEM
BERTARGBHES, U5
—EITEXRERENBR R X
BENEEEAEM—UERE &
EREREN, BFEARBRR
. BERFI SHOBENERER
A5 BTEEENRM, Btk
RAEGE, EERRBERM,

g2 ik A ik
Ms Peng Lin Lul

EXTMEEENRHIRESD, LK
FIBRRREBFEHHEN, F
SJRRIF EFFRVIES I, A E 7 O
R, % EFHANEAG, KIEBC
MNEE, —F— 1 HIENRILIREE
FIFER, EERMEISTITEN
A B0 “ R AER” BFRIEAPRIERY
BEEENRMH, AERERT, &
EEXER, ATA—EFR, B2
FENRH.
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DRGSR —RERHIRTIE L Mt 9 EEERY B IR 15
EETUAR, B LT TR E R BRI B!

ASATENEABRS R H TR B FE TR BRI #F
BENSEARR, FEEA UE—RER, F3, BIXR. B89
IREREIE T — 7B BNELRERRILLFAARRER",
KERFHEET, BETINEHEERE — N T FHRT
TEENEE R, REK RIS AL, SF OB —Ro

PUEBIMEUENKERS, T8 TNABEZERNARE
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w.

o«
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TRAZE g John Wesley Puzzle

Do you know we just celebrated Aldersgate Day in May? This is the day
we remember the Founder of Methodism, John Wesley. How well do
you know John Wesley? Challenge yourself with the crossword puzzle
below. [Clues can be found in the “I Am John Wesley” comic book.]

FEVEmEIE R R T BRI, OB IREE FHIFANE
B RUAEFEEERNERE, FRANER CEHEIRIETRIZIE, iERHAN
BREGHNEENHEZBNEE, EROORHBE, BFHFRRE.

REREBE— N NEIAS R, RESEHERTE A+TRNE
BRERELE, Wb E 2 s S B TR A0+ 22, Bt BRI,
RARA SIS EERIEY, B HATI . BRNREFH R D2
B L IMBYHT B S B, SO = 134T, B0 S BB BT AR 2
MEOIRIRRAS SR, BRARGUETEN, ERE—BHkE, 5 _ N
RARERNT, BRAKE XK, G ERERIBHABRS. .. g AT E T FRETENE
iHEE R RH RN, RAE A R SRR LR, e z 3 3

MEFREFABHITEMETT, EETFERERKEHRIE3IN AR E,
ERFORME T HABRRNTL HABBRLA, RAEEGH, Sttt
BiY; EREN, RIFEN . REMOFERENEE, —THE. :

BHEARERER, PRES, I BB — = ENEBURE. 5BR € 7
MR RS E A RIGE RN L) L BEMIIRK. TR HIR £5,

BODE TN E RS BRI B TR RE NS 5
FHREBE5XFERNET R ALAEE2E 55 DREL R
ZF FEWRAOEE - FRIRN. BT AT R - K
BREE TR, hARIE RN FRARETERIDSG......
MEMEEE, BMERES SR EERNSTING!

ERMER, LHRIFELTHRERNAE, HARREENEXE(OF w
RYE23R  "IBMEREVE, MU A ERZ.... . H—E—HHER
BREMEH REEZEEIMNENRD, HEKIT,” XEZ AFXIFHY
MW MAEREZNFRZ(X—EREZNNE)  "X—E&KENT
18, B REINR £ ERER, X—ERENNE, L2 REEE X HER, EES
LIRS, 2 EHRETT, HAEX B RENTE” HX—EFE EERE,
SERE, RETEBRAE......

ACROSS DOWN

BART, A ORE, MEEENER, HIRGHAIERN, HAEHAY

5 E&RE!

3. When John Wesley was rescued 1. The Book that guides us in life.

LR RWIEORF202243 from the fire, he was called a 2. John Wesley travelled around
B21H

YRR F20225489H
ZB IR 6. Name for John Wesley's mother. Gospel as a

“brand __ from fire.” England and America to spread the

7. John Wesley's brother. 4. Horse riding is a form of for
9. John and Charles studied at this John Wesley.
University. 5. When you recognise your

10. The place where John Wesley felt wrongdoing and ask for forgiveness.
I (BESLEE W) 2

R “strangely warmed". 8. We can bless the ___ by giving them

food or donations.
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